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SUMMAY

This is a recommendation to settle for $57,500, a lawsuit filed by
Ruphos Jenkins for injuries he sustained in an automobile accident involving an
employee of the Los Angeles County Fire Deparment.

LEGAL PRICIPLES

The County is responsible for the negligent and intentional acts of
its employees when the acts are done in the course and scope of employment.

SUMRY OF FACTS

On June 28,2003, Ruphos Jenkins was stopped at a red light in the
number three lane on Rosecrans A venue at the intersection with Budlong A venue
in the City of Gardena. When the light turned green, Mr. Jenkins began to drive
through the intersection when a Fire Deparment vehicle in the number two lane
veered into Mr. Jenkins lane of traffic and collded with the driver's side of his
car. The driver of the Fire Deparment vehicle did not see Mr. Jenkins' car in the
number three lane.

As a result of the collsion, Mr. Jenkins sustained a left knee injur
that required surgery.

DAMAGES

Should this matter proceed to trial, we estimate the potential
damages could be as follows:

Medical expenses

Loss of earngs
Pain and suffering
Total

$ 20,000

$ 7,500
$ lOO,OOO

$ 127.500

The proposed settlement calls for the County to pay Ruphos
Jenkins $57,500 for all of his damages, costs, and attorney fees.

STATUS OF CASE

The trial court proceeding has been suspended pending
consideration of the proposed settlement.
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Expenses incurred by the County in defense of this action are
attorney fees of$1O,227 and $5,847 in costs.

EVALUATION

This is a case of probable liability. The Fire Department vehicle
veered into Mr. Jenkins' lane and caused the collision. A reasonable settlement at

this time will avoid further litigation costs and a potential jury verdict that could
exceed the proposed settlement.

We join with our private counsel, Marc J. Wodin, and our third
party administrator, Carl Warren and Company, in recommending a settlement in
the total amount of$57,500. The Fire Deparment concurs in the
recom endation.
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